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themselves, too. And let’s face 
it…none of  us is getting any 
younger. However, there ARE 
plenty of  young families mov-
ing into our area, and many of  
them have time and energy and 
a desire to help out. Let’s be 
good neighbours and friends 
and get to know those who 
move into our community, and 
maybe invite them out to a lo-
cal event and encourage them 
to get involved. And for those 
who have lived here for years, 
maybe you can spare an hour 
or two a week to help out some 

of  the service groups and clubs and sports 
groups and young people activities that are 
part of  our thriving community? Maybe help 
out with the Canning Community Picnic 
next month, or at the least turn out for a fun 
afternoon with friends and neighbours? Just 
a thought. 
	 Two more thoughts. You may remem-
ber that in May, I put out a call asking for lo-
cal business people to consider advertising in 
the Canning Gazette. This is YOUR paper, 
promoting your local community and busi-
nesses, and proud to do so—but we can’t 
do it without financial support. Through 
business changes we’ve lost some advertis-
ing revenue which is crucial to keeping the 
paper going, as it has been going for 31 years 
now. The Village Commission has myriad ex-
penses and while they are supportive of  the 
Gazette, it needs to pay more of  its way. So 
if  you can help out with an ad, a donation 
(see Ruth at the Village office, please, I don’t 
handle anything financial) or other contribu-
tion, please consider doing so. With thanks 
from all of  us who love Canning and our 
own unique little paper. 

fect in a salad with locally grown cucumbers, 
tomatoes, broccoli…
	 We sometimes forget, we who live in the 
Valley, that we’re in the agricultural heartland 
of  this province, and just about anything you 
could want for fresh local fruits, vegetable, 
meats, dairy is all available here. I’ve been 
banging the Buy Local drum for longer than 
it’s been a thing, and it pleases me to see so 
many others supporting our local producers 
whenever possible. As the saying goes, “A 
rising tide lifts all boats.” So thank you for 
supporting local farmers. 
	 What else is part of  the heart of  a com-
munity besides local farmers and other busi-
nesses? Volunteers. You will have heard me 
go on about this before, but it’s true, and a 
lack of  volunteers hurts the community. The 
same dedicated people serve on multiple 
boards and groups and clubs, and after a 
time, with no fresh blood to join their ranks, 
they get tired, burnt out, and don’t want 
to take part in activity planning any more. 
There’s a lot riding on volunteer groups, who 
fill in the slack left by many gaps in govern-
ment services, in limited budgets, but people 
also have jobs and families and need time for 

The Canning Gazette

Dear friends, 

W
ell, after playing hard 
to get through much 
of  the month of  

June, the warm weather has arrived 
with a bang and a flourish. Or, to 
be more precise, the HOT weather 
has come. A little too hot for my 
liking, but for those way humid 
and hot days, there are air condi-
tioners…and beaches, salt water 
or fresh water swims, cool drinks, 
and the reminder that yup, the days 
are getting shorter already and be-
fore we know it, it’ll be November 
again. So seize the day, friends, and enjoy the 
summer. PS: don’t forget to wear sunscreen, 
and drink lots of  water on these hot days. 
	 And let’s all hope that our beleaguered 
farmers get enough rain, and enough sun, at 
the right times to bring in good crops. It’s 
a challenging year for them. I know of  one 
apple grower who will have no harvest this 
year. Some strawberry growers lost the first 
varieties to the cold snap, and then that mas-
sive heat last week meant no one wanted to 
pick berries. 
	 But at the same time, there are crops 
coming off, and they are beautiful. I’ve had 
strawberries around the area that were sub-
lime, and they’ll be harvesting for a week or 
two yet; Kevin Graham in Kingsport has 
gorgeous, no spray berries, and expects to 
have some available for at least another week 
or so. Then there will be peaches! Lindsay 
Rand’s berries are great, and there should be 
cherries showing up on his roadside stand 
very soon. The radishes I’ve bought that 
bear the name of  Vermeulen Farms have 
been remarkable—as big as strawberries, 
some of  the, and crisp and flavourful—per-

It's Beach Season for Sure!
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season is the world pre-
miere of  Elapultiek by 
shalan joudry. Presented 
around our fireside stage, 
the play focuses on the 
growing relationship be-
tween an indigenous and 
non-indigenous biologist 
as they conduct a daily 
wildlife count. To learn 
more or purchase tickets 
please www.artscentre.
ca/twoplanks or call our 
box office at (902) 582-
3073.

Canning Area 
Food Bank 

 

Did you know that Efficiency Nova 
Scotia offers two home repair pro-
grams that you can access at no cost? 

1) Home-warming is an assessment program 
for qualifying homeowners that allows you to 
upgrade your home and make it more energy 
efficient. If  Efficiency Nova Scotia discovers 
that draft-proofing and insulation installment 
will lower your energy bill, they’ll manage the 
project and installation at no charge. Some 
restrictions, like an income threshold, apply. 
2) Residential Product Installation is a service 
where an installer will replace incandescent 
light bulbs with LED light bulbs, install wa-
ter saving shower heads and faucet aerators, 
install insulating wraps for electric hot water 
heaters, and smart power strips at no cost to 
the resident. You can circulate the program 

the atmosphere of  a traditional camp, all on 
a beautiful campus just outside of  Canning. 
Programs in theatre, music, film, dance, vi-
sual arts, and more! Summer at Ross Creek: 
the way childhood should be! For more in-
formation visit www.artscentre.ca/camps or 
speak to our friendly staff  at (902) 582-3842.
 
Two Planks and a Passion Theatre
The 2018 Summer Season has begun, get 
your tickets now! The season includes North 
Mountain Vanya, a new adaptation of  Chek-
hov's Uncle Vanya by Ken Schwartz, re-imag-
ining one of  the great tragicomedies on the 
North Mountain. George Orwell's Animal 
Farm, a timeless allegory set around the bon-
fire on our own farm. Created by Allen Cole 
and Schwartz, our Animal Farm, will be un-
like any seen before. Rounding out our 27th 

	 Finally, a sad note. Many of  
us lost a friend recently, as Donna 
Nicholson lost her brief  fight with 
cancer. Donna came to the Can-
ning area some 15 or more years 
ago and always did what she could 
to help support the community, 
through starting a farmers market 
with like-minded people, being ac-
tive with Women’s Institute, and 
being a friend to any and all. She 
was a dear friend to me, although 
I am grieved to say I was less of  a 
dear friend to her for not having 
seen her in her last weeks, which I 
regret deeply. Her family seems to 
have chosen to not run an obitu-
ary or have a memorial service or 
reception in her honour. So in her honour, 
I’m going to run a story we ran for the first 
time some 12 years ago. Rest easy, Donna and 
thank you for the light and love you brought 
to this place.
	 And friends…if  you’ve lost touch with a 
friend or friends and are always going to get 
around to it to catch up with them…please 
don’t delay. Tomorrow might be too late. 

Jodi DeLong, editor

The latest from Ross Creek

Ross Creek SummerArts Camps! 
Weekly camps in all the arts for ages 
5-18 all Summer! SummerArts at 

Ross Creek means amazing arts programs 
taught by professional artists combined with 

Accidents   Insurance   Family   Property   Wills
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5th to August 30th 5:45-6:45. Drop in is $15 
or register for all 8 classes for $80.00. (Please 
note there no class on August 16th
Saturdays - June 30th to August 25th at 
10:00-11:00. Exploring all levels Yoga. Drop 
in is $15 or register for $60 for all 6 Saturdays 
(Please note no classes July 21, Aug 11, 18). 
Thursday Karma Yoga 12:00-1:00 with Jenn 
Boutiler Drop In, Free Will Donation. 
Essential Oil Yoga with Gaea Jess Friday July 
20th 5:30-7:00 $15 and first class is free!
Karate with Grand Master Sensei Dave 
Adams Monday and Wednesday 6:00-7:00 
(Lower Level Belts) and 7:00-8:00 (Higher 
Level Belts: ) Cost $10 per class, Initial Regis-
tration Fee is $50	
Crafter’s Night Out (hosted by Marilyn Rand)
Thursday 7:00-9:00 This is a great group 
of  people who come together each week to 
learn and share their projects.  Sip tea/coffee 
and join in great artisan fellowship. Drop in 
Fee $5.

From your Library

My name is Lauren Millett and I’m 
a student at Acadia University go-
ing into my second year. I’ve lived 

in Habitant all my life and I’m super excited 
to be part of  the Merritt Gibson Memorial 
Library staff! 
	 This summer we will be offering pro-
grams for children on Wednesday and Sat-
urday mornings. The programs will begin 
at 10am and run until 11:30am. Wednesday 
morning programs will be geared towards 
children ages 7-10 and the Saturday programs 

L.W. Layton’s Salvage
Enviro Depot

Scrap iron & metals
Welding supplies, new steel, flats, angles
Tubing, channel rounds, squares, pipe

Industrial Sewing
3239 Highway 358, Lookoff

Call For Prices		  582-3175

through this link: https://www.efficiencyns.
ca/service/product-installation-service/ 
	 Please join us for our monthly com-
munity dinner on Sunday August 12th.  The 
dinners take place at the Canning Lion’s Hall 
from 4:00 – 8:00 pm.  Join in the fun of  mak-
ing a meal together, listening to great music, 
and chatting with folks in the community. 
Even clean up can be fun. Everyone is invit-
ed, and there is no cost to participate. Bring a 
friend - the more the merrier! 
	 We are actively seeking volunteers! We 
are working toward offering an evening 
opening, and staying open next summer.  To 
do this, we need to recruit and train sever-
al new volunteers.  We are also looking for 
someone to serve as our Volunteer Coordina-
tor.  If  you are interested or would like more 
information, please contact us at canning-
foodbank@gmail.com.  
	 We are closed for the summer and will 
reopen on August 29th. If  you are in an 
emergency situation, please leave us a mes-
sage at (902) 5822-3886 – we will get back 
to you.  Check us out on Facebook (Canning 
Foodbank).

Fitness & More @ The Landing

Tai Chi Thursdays 10:00-11:00 with An-
drew from the Floating Bridge Cen-
tre for Learning. Cost for 6 weeks is 

$70.00. Also, join the Beginner’s Tai Chi class 
for Health and Wellness (Chen Style) which 
will be held in July. Please contact us if  you 
would like to register for this beginner class.  
Yoga Class with Shelley Corkum Thurs July 

will be for children 
ages 3-6 along with 
their parents. Ac-
tivities included in 
the children's pro-
gramming include 
making ocean slime, 
painting beach rocks 
and much more! 
Along with the chil-
dren’s programs we 
will be introducing 
summer hours: 12:30pm-5:30pm. The library 

also offers free 
WIFI and free use 
of  our computers. 
	 We are pleased 
to announce that 
a Writing Group 
will meet every 
Thursday in July 
and August at 
2-4pm. New writ-
ers welcome! 
	 The Library will 
host a reading 
by Beverly Shaw 

Johnson from her new poetry book, The 
Crow's Nest Chronicles: Capturing the Wonder of  
Tidal Bay Summers, on Thursday August 2 at 
2-4pm. A reading by Mary Dingee Fillmore 
from her historical novel, An Address in Am-
sterdam, about a courageous woman in Nazi-
occupied Netherlands, will be held on Thurs-
day, August 16 at 2-4pm. Bev and Mary will 
also do a short workshop for writers after 
they read. 
	 You can borrow either book from the 
Library anytime. Additionally, our library is 
looking to expand the current collection of  
children's books and we would greatly appre-
ciate any donations. 
	 Check out our library schedule online 
on instagram @TheCanningLibrary and on 
facebook @CanningLibrary. Or drop by!
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endurance exercise.
All classes are at the Lloyd Centre in King-
sport. 8 classes for $25 or a $4.00 drop in fee. 
First class is free.
Tuesday  8:15  8:45am Mindful Meditation 
with Denise Grant. No charge. 
For more info check out  Facebook: King-
sport Fitness and Wellness or contact Chris-
tine Heap at 902-692-8277

 Church anniver-
sary service

250 years ago, in 1768, 
the New England 
Planters who had come 

to this area to work the lands 
from which the Acadians 
had been expelled, had built 
themselves a church. This 
building was located at Chip-
man Corner, where an Acadi-
an church had been and was 
burned during the Expul-
sion, known as St. Josephs. 
	 This church served the 

people of  Cornwallis and Horton 
townships and is described as a 
very large building, funded by the 
Congregational Church of  New 

England. It was dedicated in 1768 and we 
will be commemorating this at an event at 
Canard Community Church on August 19 at 
7pm. 
	 The Canard church, along with Kent-
ville and Lakeville, were built by the Presby-
terians and the church at Chipman Corner 
closed and later demolished. Of  these three 
churches, Canard is the only one still hold-
ing regular services. The church is located at 
1315 Hwy 341, Upper Canard. During the 
special service, Judy Norton will tell of  the 
history of  this church and the influence it 

What’s Going On?
Our community is a happenin’ place, so if you 
have LOCAL events you want to announce, 
please contact Ruth Pearson at the office: 902-
582-3768 or email jodidelong@me.com. The 
deadline is normally the 10th of each month. To 
avoid disappointment, when planning your no-
tices please note that the Gazette usually comes 
out by the 18th of each month.

Traditional Breakfast Pancakes, sausage, ba-
con, hash browns, beans,  scrambled eggs, 
toast (Gluten free pancakes & toast) Satur-
day, Aug.  4, 2018 from 7:30 AM to 10:30 
AM At Canning United Baptist Church, 
North Avenue, Canning.  Free will offering.

SURPRISE Birthday Party for DORIS 
EATON, well  known artist, rug  hooker 
and much more, has been a long time resi-
dent of  the Canning area and now 
resides in Wolfville.
Please join us on Saturday, July 21 
at Pereaux Baptist Church from 
1-4 to help celebrate Doris’ 90th 
Birthday.
We look forward to sweets, cake, 
tea, coffee, and punch, a few 
special presentations and good 
fellowship with this very special 
woman to celebrate her birthday 
No flowers or gifts please...Best 
wishes only!

ArtCan Gallery and Café The 
Can Opener was a big success.
Thanks to everyone that came out 
to support us. We are open Mon-
day to Saturday from 10:00am to 
5:00pm Visit our website (artcan.
com)  for the menu and all the things we are 
offering this summer.

Summer Schedule for Kingsport Fit-
ness and Wellness Society  
Monday & Friday 9-10 am  Cardio, strength 
and stretches with Christine Heap. 
Wednesday  9-10 am Circuit training with 
Niamh Webster. One minute sessions on 12 
or more stations targeting different muscle 
groups and providing cardio, strength and 

The strawberries are mighty sweet and fine at Lindsay Rand's WeeP-
ickUpick in Delhaven, and at Oakview Farms in Kingsport. 
Got your berries yet? 
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days to Saturdays. Enjoy the summer and 
hope to see you soon.

Fire Report

The month of  June saw a total of  16 
incidents. Those incidents included 
6 that were medical related, 3 Com-

mercial Fire Alarms, 3 grass/brush fires, 1 
Lift Assist, 2 Public Assistance/EHS Assis-
tance,  and 1 motor vehicle accident. 
Fire Prevention March 15th marked the be-
ginning of  the Wildfire Risk Season. This 
means that we are all responsible to adhere 
to the Nova Scotia Burn restrictions that are 
updated daily. To check if  you are allowed 
to burn/have campfires please visit  https://
novascotia.ca/burnsafe/ or call 1-855-564-
2876(BURN). 
Do Not Burn unless you are permitted to do 
so. When you are permitted to burn, please 
pay attention to the wind direction/speed 
and keep a water source nearby. 
Sandy Hill, Volunteer Fire Fighter, 
Canning Fire Department

had on religious life in the Valley. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.

Kingsport Gala Days

Many, many thanks to all who partici-
pated in the Kingsport Gala Days 
the week-end of  June 30/July 1st.  

Our thanks to the following: the volunteers 
who organized various events (i.e. the race 
and Sunday’s sandcastle display), and others 
who assisted were help was needed.  Also 
thanks to people who donated items to the 
bake sale, individuals and businesses who 
donated to the Silent Auction, the chick-
en BBQ team for another successful year.  
Thanks also to Brenda and Gabrielle.
The weather was absolutely perfect for the 
two day celebration and was enjoyed by many 
people in the surrounding area which makes 
it well worth all the planning and hard work.

We here in Lee’s Shop are happy summer 
started and we enjoy the warm weather.
	 The kids are off  from school and we 
our cookie painting kits on stock for you so 
you can do this nice activity with your kids in 
their vacation. 
	 We also have a great book for them 
to take with them to the beach, it’s called  
“Beach Detective” it’s a fun book to have. 
Also we have new Amber jewelry in stock 
which are very beautiful, and for those with 
little babies who are teething we have the 
amber baby teething necklace. Come and 
visit us here in Lee’s Shop on Main Street 
in Canning. We are open from 1-4 on Tues-
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Church Calender

Annapolis Valley Quaker Meeting
All are welcome on first Sundays, 4:00PM 
followed by potluck, and other Sundays, 
10:30AM.  Come 30min early for sing-
ing. annapolisvalley.quaker.ca
Arlington United Baptist Church
Sunday Service 930 am, Interim Pastor  
Rev. Murray Shaw contact Trevor Buttler  
902-582-1714
Canning Baptist Church
Sunday Service, Sunday School 10am 
Social 11am Pastor Pete Lindeman, 670-
9852.
Centreville Baptist Church Sunday Wor-
ship: 10:30am SundaySchool: 10:55am 
678-1946 Rev. Steven Hopper 
Canard Community Church 
1315 Hwy 341 582-7298 Church Ser-
vices- July and August Vesper services at 7 
PM. All welcomed.
Emmanuel United Church Kingsport
Worship every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  Ev-
eryone is welcome. Pastor Mike Veenema.
First Cornwallis Baptist Church Wor-
ship & Kidz Worship 10:30am. Pastor 
Stephen Wheaton 582-7364
Gibson Woods United Baptist Church
Bible Study 10 am Worship Service  11am 
Pastor Stephen Gough 252-1578
Grace Village Church Service 1030am 
Sundays at the Sheffield Mills Commu-
nity Hall Pastor Pete Lindeman 
Orchard Valley Pastoral Charge: Sunday 
worship at 9am & 11am, 130 Cornwal-
lis Ave, New Minas.  Rev. Ivan & Judy 
Norton 902-681-0366
Pereaux Baptist Church: Sunday School 
/Worship 11am. Pastor Mike Veenema 
(902 670-7590). 
St. Lawrence Roman Catholic
Saturday Mass 4 pm Catechism 10-10:45. 
Father Craig Cameron 542-3074
St. Thomas Anglican
Services from Jan to March 2018 will be 
at 11am at St. Johns Port Williams. No 
services in Kingsport during winter.  
Union Church of Scotts Bay Worship 
11:00am Rev. Murray Shaw, phone 902-
697-2350.

Canning Recreation

Check us out on Facebook: www.face-
book.com/canningrecreation
Contact Jennie at Canning Recreation 

for all questions and registration information 
for all Canning Rec events! Ph: (902) 582-
2033, director@canningrecreation.com 
Summer Activity Camp 2018 up and run-
ning! We have limited spaces available in 
Junior Camp and Senior Camp; contact Sa-
brina: intern@canningrecreation.com to reg-
ister. Hope to see you for Disney week!  
Market & Movie in the Park Join CABDA 
for a Market night in Bruce Spicer Park on 
July 20th! Canning Recreation will be host-
ing a movie night featuring Disney’s Coco at 
dusk following the market event! Bring your 
camp chairs or comfy blankets – or both! 
And we will see you there. Rain location for 
the movie is Glooscap Elementary School. 
Canada Day in Canning We had an ex-
tremely successful Canada Day event in the 
park this year! Thank you to the following 
event sponsors: The Canning Village Meat 
Market, Canning ValuFoods, VanOostrum’s 
Farm Equipment, Superstore, Sobeys in 
New Minas, The Village of  Canning, Farm-
house Inn B&B, and Heritage Canada for 
supporting us with grant funding for the 
event. Looking forward to another great 
event next year!
Pickleball Club Pickleball will continue 
through the summer! We are adding regula-
tion pickleball lines to our tennis courts and 
will be inside at Glooscap this summer from 

7pm-9pm on Mondays and Wednesdays! 
A big thank you to Dave Morton and Tim 
Amos for putting down the lines on the ten-
nis court for us, they look great! 
Summer Kick-Off Party Thank you to ev-
eryone who came out for our 1st (annual) 
Canning Summer Kick-Off  Party! We were a 
small but mighty crowd and had a lot of  fun! 
We do not have fundraising totals currently 
but look for that to be posted on our Face-
book page very soon! Thanks to the Village 
of  Canning and the Royal Canadian Legion 
Habitant Branch #73 for their support. 
Canning Boxing Club Located in the base-
ment of  the Lion’s Club, 1000 Seminary Av-
enue. Open to individuals of  all skills levels, 
recreational or competitive boxers, the club 
meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
7:00-8:30pm, cost $35/month or $30 with a 
foodbank donation. More information can 
be found on  =facebook page or by contact-
ing Natasha at nweisner@hotmail.com. 
WFM2G0 The WFM2Go delivery program 
is more successful than ever. A great way to 
support local business and agriculture while 
getting the added convenience of  a delivery 
close to home! Thanks the support from the 
Canning Fire Department and the Canning 
Village Commission, we are able to host our 
Canning Hub pickup on Wednesdays from 
5:30-6:30pm at the new Canning Multi-
Complex.
The Annapolis Valley Table Tennis Club 
(AVTTC) is open to everyone of  all ages. The 
group meets at NKEC (Northeast Kings 
Education Centre) on Wednesdays from 
5:00pm-6:30pm or Sundays from 1:00pm-

Every year, the Eastern Kings Memorial Health Foundation 
gives out grants to local organizations. The Village of Can-
ning was the recipient of such a grant this year, and we thank 
them for their generosity. 
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to less-fortunates in need of  help and understanding 
are known to but a few people…May we all find sol-
ace in the knowledge that ‘Danny “died as he would 
have wished it… ‘in harness.’”
	 Donna was very proud to live in a farming 
community here in Nova Scotia and she supported 
local producers and understood the countless hours 
of  hard work they put in. She helped start a farmers 
market in Kingsport which ran for several summers 
(photo above). She counted among her most cherished 
possessions two items; the magazine produced by the 
FVMPA, Butter-Fat, Volume 37, Number 9, 
December 1959, which devoted half  its 36 pages 
to tributes and photographs of  her grandfather, and 
a framed, signed copy of  the following article, writ-
ten by her grandfather and musing what it is to be a 
farmer. She gave me a copy of  this article some years 
ago, and I know she'd be pleased to have it run in the 
Gazette again. 

Monday-Friday 9 am-6 pm

Saturday 9 am-5 pm, Closed Sun, hol.
No pharmacist on Saturdays but you 

can have prescriptions filled at Wolfville 
Pharmasave

Blood Collection Tues & Thurs 8-10 am 
(cost $15)

Seniors Day last Thurs each month

phone: 582-7119

3:00pm. Contact annapolis-
valleytabletennis@gmail.
com for more information. 
Archery Every Sunday at 
NKEC join Gordon Porter 
from 1:00-3:00pm there is a 
drop in archery program. It 
is $3 per person for the af-
ternoon. Children (who are 
old enough to understand 
and respect all safety rules) 
and adults are invited. All 
needed equipment is pro-
vided by Gordon Porter. 

In memory  of donna & in 
honour of farming

My friend Donna Nicholson moved from the West 
Coast to the Best Coast early in the 2000s, and lived 
at Dovecote Haven in Medford until her passing in 
June.. Her grandfather, D.R. Danny Nicholson, who 
died December 4, 1959 in New Westminster, BC, 
was prominent in the Canadian dairy industry for 
many years, and was a charter member of  the Fraser 
Valley Milk Producers Association—a co-operative 
organization which at one point had more than 6000 
members in 1916, and he served in one capacity or 
another until his untimely death at age 66. 
	 Mr. Nicholson was described by his colleagues 
on the board of  directors of  the FVMPA as “a 
man of  simple tastes—a man who loved the soil—a 
genuine personality with a warm sense of  humour. 
He would not tolerate sham or deceit. His creed 
was to “call a spade a spade” and give his opinions 
“straight from the shoulder.” In his living, he was 
a faithful churchgoer, a devoted family man, and a 
good neighbour. His many personal acts of  kindness 

A Way of Life
(A Thanksgiving Message writ-
ten in 1952 by our Late Presi-
dent, D. R. Nicholson which 
expresses his deep admiration 
for the farm life. This fine piece 
of  writing has received interna-
tional recognition.)

Why do farm peo-
ple carry on? 
With all the per-

plexities of  farm life—the 
work that stretches through 
long hours, day after day 

for the full seven-day week—the elements 
that, even when pleasant, are fickle and, 
when harsh, can be brutally destructive—the 
heartaches of  crop failure and stock losses—
the seemingly unfair comparison with the 
comfort and ease of  city life and industry. In 
the face of  all these things, why do farmers 
still elect to carry on?
	 It is, I believe, a Way of  Life that farm 
folk, real farm folk, truly love. It has a chal-
lenge in it. It has a fascination to it that holds 
one spellbound and oblivious to the prob-
lems of  immediate daily life. It holds and 
expresses our dearest memories. For, bound 
up with wresting a living from the soil are 
the pranks and episodes of  our childhood, 
the dreams and ambitions of  our youth, the 
accomplishments and satisfactions of  our 
maturity. All are written, carefully and viv-
idly in the book of  the past. As we turn its 
pages and live again the chapters of  our lives, 
it seems difficult to decide which moment 
meant the most…
…was it running barefoot through the hot 
Summer dust when with each step the fine 
powder puffed up over your feet? Or after 
the rain, feeling the cool mud ooze between 
your naked toes?
…was it lying flat on your stomach on the 
cool floor of  the milk house at the spring, 
sucking through a straw the cool, rich cream 
at the top of  the can (secure in the knowl-

John Lohr 
MLA, Kings North  

Constituency Office: 401A Main St
 Kentville, NS B4N 1K7 

Phone  902-365-3420 Fax 902-365-3422
Email johnlohrmla@gmail.com
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edge that, while you satisfied the ancient urge 
to enjoy forgidden fruit, you prudently left 
behind no tell-tale evidence?)
…or wandering aimlessly along the creek, 
fishing in its pools and wading in its rapids 
while all about the summer rain fell softly on 
the heavy foliage? 
…was it knowing the odd feeling of  security 
when, the harvest barely finished, you lay in 
bed at night and heard the storm thunder on 
the roof  outside? 
…was it the grandeur of  the early morning 
sun breaking over the horizon that held you 
entranced with suspense, wonder and awe? 
…or the great moon at night  which seemed 
to drift through the heavens surrounded by 
countless thousands of  bright glittering stars, 
raising your sense of  beauty to the point of  
ecstasy yet holding you with a deep sense of  
humility at the greatness of  it all?
…would it be the steaming plowed fields 
in Spring…heavy dew on lush pasture…
the rich scent of  new mown hay in the eve-
ning…feeling the swift, exhilarating excite-
ment of  coasting down a long hill with the 
frosty air biting your cheeks and nose as you 
seemed to fly through space?...gliding swiftly 
along in a sleigh to the musical tinkling and 
chiming of  the sleighbells (loud when the 
horses sped along, soft when they slowed to 
a brisk walk?)
	 Was it any of  these things which, look-
ing back, made Life real and precious? It may 
have been, for these are some of  the happy 
experiences that can be had only with farm 
and country living.
	 Still, our pleasures must go hand in hand 
and be tempered with our labour. And here, 
too, Memory unveils her hidden gems…
…the bright dream of  youth; to hold at last 
the title to a piece of  land you could call your 

Classified Ads
Ads are 3.00 per month for non-business & 
10.00 monthly for commercial ads. They must 
be paid for in advance or they will not run. 
Please contact Ruth at the Village office (582-
3768) for details and payment.                                                                                                       
Oakview Farm would like to thank everyone 
for the wonderful support of our greenhouse. 
Even with the amazing help of many people 
(especially Janet and Erlinda), after seven 
good seasons we have simply run out of en-
ergy to do it another year. Happy gardening 
and have a great summer!
The Lilly Pad at 574 Gospel Road in Glen-
mont (on the North Mountain between the 
lookoff and Halls Harbour turnoff) is now 
opened for the months of July, August and 
September. I have lots of your favourite jams 
and jellies, aprons, Rug N’ Annie unique 
copper jewellery, hot pads, pot holders, lo-
cal abstract art, birdhouses, carved whales, 
books from local writers, and other novelty 
items. Cash sales only. My open hours vary 
so good idea to give me a call if making a 
special trip. 582-3956. Leave me a message 
and I will get back to you.
Cripple Creek Carpentry (Mike Rogers) 
30-yr experience anything from frame-ups, 
siding, decks, doors/windows, to interior re-
nos, drywall, painting, etc. Reasonable rates 
with high quality workmanship. Please con-
tact 902-679-8082 for rates and/or quote.
Sharon Hirtle's bookkeeping Services 
looking for new clients, some of mine have 
retired. 18 years experience with Sage 50 set-
ting up Businesses. Give me a call 902-670-
6746. 
Music Lessons: Banjo, ukulele, classical 
guitar and music theory lessons now being 
offered in Canning. All ages, all levels. $20/
half hour, $40/hour. Inquire about group 
discounts. Contact Kim Barlow: 902-698-
9611 or kimbarlow77@gmail.com
Monettes Handyman Services Need help 
with renovations, etc around your home? 
Call or e-mail to book Earl to help with your 
reno projects. It's never too early to start 
planning for autumn projects, either. 902-
582-1524 or email earl@monettes.ca 
“I have learned so much from Al-Anon, I 
apply the principles in all aspects of my life, 
not just when dealing with the drinkers in my 
life.” Come to the Canning Al-Anon Family 
Group Fridays 7-8pm Glooscap Elementary 
School. What is said at the Meeting, stays at 
the Meeting. Christine @ 902 582-1448.

own…the thrill of  clearing the land and lev-
eling the earth for the ereection of  the build-
ings that one day would be “home”…culti-
vating the soil to the best state for planting…
carefully planting the seed, and tending it, 
and watching it grow through the long days 
and weeks…seeing it develop into the final 
promise of  a fair return for hours of  diligent 
care and strenuous toil.
	 Yet Memory often—all too often—
brings other thoughts…
…of  breeding failures…of  frosts and 
droughts, of  pests and blights whose on-
slaught could not be controlled…of  the bit-
ter disappointment of  partial crops, unprof-
itable and detrimental throwbacks umong 
the new-born animals, or the tragic blow of  
complete failure…or the months of  patient 
waiting for a new time or a new season…
of  greeting it with the same reborn enthusi-
asm and expectancy of  other years…of  pro-
ducing an animal of  outstanding record of  
performance…of  finally winning a blue rib-
bon in competetion with herds throughout 
the land…of  learning yet again that nature 
can be just as lavish as she is destructive and 
that to those who persevere she can bestow a 
bountiful, golden harvest in all its beauty and 
glory, as if  to compensate for all the disap-
pointments and losses of  the past.
	 Why do farm people carry on? Because 
of  all these things. Because their homes, their 
farms, their herds are the creation of  their 
own efforts and ingenuity. Because these 
things have become part of  their very being. 
Because it is a WAY OF LIFE we farm folk 
have come to love. 
	 Unto God be the thanks that in this democratic 
Canada of  ours we are allowed to live the Way of  
Life our Souls dictate.


