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Welcome to the New Year...
Dear friends,

R

emember the winter of 2015, where,
if it was Wednesday,
we had a snowstorm? This
winter is acting somewhat
the same, although as one
of our local Facebook pages noted, it’s our “regularly
scheduled weekend storm”
that is playing havoc with
all kinds of activities this
year. Mind you, as I write
this, we’ve been having a
rainstorm after the ice pellets, sleet, snow and rain
of last weekend’s storm, and my driveway
was a sheet of ice last time I looked out at
it. The good news is, we’re more than halfway-through calendar winter with less than
6 weeks to go until spring equinox. Never
mind about that groundhog…as one cartoon
said of a cranky looking groundhog, “Dammit Jim, I’m a critter, not a meteorologist!”
Speaking of storms, here is a reminder
and a warning about something very important to do in winter months—clean your car
of all snow and ice before you go out on the
roads. My Subaru and I had a highly unpleasant experience on the 101 heading to Berwick a few days ago, when a sheet of ice flew
off a vehicle—probably a tractor given the
size of what came at us—and smashed into
the front of my car, cleaning out the lights
on the driver side, breaking the bumper, the
hood and the quarterpanel on the driver’s
side as well as smashing in the radiator and
who knows what else. I was fine, pulled over,
called the RCMP and my insurance company, and my car is at North’s Auto Body (of
course—where else would I take it?—) and
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as of this writing I don’t know if it’s going to
be written off or repaired. I wasn’t the only
one to have a similar experience that day and
in fact when the wonderful Derrick Shaffer
was driving me home after we dropped the
car at North’s, we saw flying ice coming off of
several vehicles, and the roadside was littered
with chunks of ice. So please—clean your vehicle off after a snow or ice storm. I know it’s
a pain, especially if there’s ice which sticks to
vehicles like glue. But it’s illegal to drive with
snow covered vehicles and I intend to be very
vocal about this with the RCMP and with
other drivers.
Enough of that! Time for some accolades. We love to hate on the brass at Nova
Scotia Power, but here’s a big tip of the ol’
hardhat to every single one of the linespeople
who have been working seemingly nonstop
since January began. I know there was a big
pole fire last week that resulted in a long
outage over here, and then there have been
the various storms…and the linesmen have
been out in all weather doing their best to
get people reconnected. Likewise, a huge tip

of the toque to every single plow driver, be they
provincial or municipal,
for the challenging job
they’ve been dealing with
all winter. This includes
the folks with the sidewalk plowing contract
for Canning. As any of
us who’ve been doing
our share of shovelling,
the snow has been profuse and some of it has
been very heavy, mixed
with ice and ice pellets
too, and it’s a challenge
to move. So thank you to
all those folks who have been working on our
roads and sidewalks, too.
Two more things to bring to your attention, friends. As with most things, the price
of printing the Gazette has gone up, and
once again we are looking for some advertising or other assistance to help with expenses.
We will keep printing for as long as we possibly can, but we can sure use some more advertisers from the community. Please talk to
Ruth at the Village office if you are interested
in promoting your business—and the community—in the paper.
Finally—my monthly reminder on behalf of the Village Commission to do everything we can to be safe and healthy as this
endless COVID drama winds on. Please get
vaccinated/get your booster, and don’t use
the encyclopedia of Facebook to get accurate
information about the safety and reliability
of vaccines. They work. End of story. While
Omicron may be ‘milder’ than some strains
we’ve seen, tell that to the men and women
who have died of the disease since the new
variant rolled into our region. I know it’s
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frustrating. I know we’re all tired and discouraged, and we’re plenty worried about many
local businesses. But we are also a can-do people, and we are making headway. And spring
is coming.
Courage, friends.

Jodi DeLong, editor
A rink for Sheffield Mills

W

riters can’t
be everywhere, and
so we often rely on help
from the community to let us know what’s
happening. The message came to me in late
January about the terrific community spirit in
Sheffield Mills, where residents Luke Clarke
and Kris Kirkpatrick have done the lions
share but Evan Blenus have also pitched in to
provide leadership and support. Other contributors include Dave Dodge, Nick Lincoln,
Jake Lightroom, Mike Tracey and Andy Sterling.
There were over 100 skaters over the
weekend several wees ago skaters of all ages
led a project to see an outdoor community
rink come into being for the first time in
many years. The story was carried on Global
News and in the Chronicle Herald too, and
it’s such a great good-news story at a time
when we can all use cheering up.
The rink has had plenty of use already
this winter—in between rain and snowstorms—and there have been many dona-
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tions from the community, including supplies to build a picnic table, benches to sit
on, a puck pail, firepit and firewood.
It’s been another challenging winter
for sports teams and other group gatherings
and activities, and to see community members come together and find a solution that
is open to so many is heartwarming and
positive. Well done to all involved! Now, if it
would just stop raining…

https://www.librarycat.org/lib/MerrittGibsonLibrary to see all the great books on our
shelves.
Masks are required in-person, as per COVID regulations. The Library provides printing at $0.25/page, free wifi and free computer
use. Stay tuned to our Facebook (facebook.
com/canninglibrary).
A huge THANK YOU to Kings County
for Kings Vision Grant funding, contributing
to the cost of the continued repair and insulation of our old building. More money is always needed though: the Library is planning
its Maintenance Fund Plant & Book Sale
for sometime in May. And thanks to Cross
Country TV for donating the cost of our
internet again in 2022! If you would like to
contribute to the Library Maintenance Fund,
please contact us at canninglibrary@gmail.
com or drop off donations to the Library.
The Library does not yet have charitable
status, but we hope to soon! We’re grateful for
our new and long-time volunteers who continue to maintain our large lending collection
and provide information and internet access
in a warm and welcoming environment —
do some impromptu snow and ice shovelling! The Library is always looking for new
volunteers to extend our hours, work on the
Board level, or help with fundraising. Facehe Merritt Gibson Library hours are book message us or call the Library to discuss
Monday 2-7pm, Tuesday 2-7pm, the opportunity. Check it out — literally!
Wednesday 2-5pm, Thursday 2-5pm,
Friday 3:30-7pm and Saturday 10am-Noon.
Please phone ahead if the weather is iffy, as
a volunteer may be unable to get in: 902582-7699. You can also call to request books
for pickup. Check our online catalogue at

T
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From the Fire department
his month let’s touch on the basics.
Install smoke detectors on every level
of your home, outside of sleeping areas
and in bedrooms if you sleep with the door
closed.
Test all smoke alarms once a month
Have an escape plan in place and practice
it twice a year. Be sure to include all family
members.
Remember the rule, get out, stay out and call
911
Fires in your home are most commonly
caused by unattended candles, cooking incidents and improperly disposed smoking
materials.
Prevention begins with never leaving the
stove unattended, no smoking in bed, keep
matches and lighters out of reach of children.
Keep flammables away from heat sources and
hot surfaces.
What to do during a fire inside your home:
Get out, stay out following your escape plan,
call 911.
If doors and handles are hot, use an alternate route. If heat smoke or flame block you
from escaping, go to the nearest room with

T

a door and close the door. Run to a window
and wave a brightly coloured piece of cloth
or shine a light so arriving firefighters know
where to locate you fast.
Crawl on your hands and knees under low lying smoke.
Once outside, go to your meeting place and
send one person for help.
After a fire in your home:
Have any injuries treated by trained medical
personal
Never re-enter your home until officials say
it’s safe to do so.
Contact insurance company.
Once permitted to enter your home, wear
boots, safety glasses and rubber gloves. Take
note of any damaged items. Dispose of any
food and drink that was exposed to heat and
smoke.
After a fire, Be sure to check on the wellbeing
of friends, neighbours and family members.
Dealing with loss great or small can be a very
traumatic experience.
The Canning and District Volunteer Fire
Department is looking for men and women
who are interested in becoming Volunteer
Fire Fighters and Medical First Responders.
Interested persons will be trained to respond
and protect the residents of our community,
provide pre hospital care, educate residents in
Fire prevention, become a role model in our
community, become one of the team.
You are welcome to private message the
Canning Fire Facebook (facebook.com/canningfire) page if you would like one of our
members to contact you to answer any ques-

tions and to provide further details.
Stay safe stay healthy and be kind, Captain Noala

February is African Heritage Month - a time
to celebrate the contributions, culture, history, and resilience of people of African descent
in the Province of Nova Scotia.
For information about events, programs and
activities taking place throughout the month,
please visit www.ahm.bccnsweb.com/wp/
home.
Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia at
facebook.com/bccnsmuseum/
From Artcan
t may be cold outside but ArtCan has our
freezer full of savoury soups and curries to
warm your winter nights.
Turn up the heat with our Thai Chicken
and Coconut Curry or a Spicy Vegetarian
Chilli. All dishes are carefully prepared from
scratch with wholesome fresh ingredients and
delicate spicing.
Order by phone (902) 582 7071
or email: Michaela@artcan.com

I

John Lohr
MLA, Kings North

Constituency Office: 401A Main St
Kentville, NS B4N 1K7
Phone 902-365-3420 Fax 902-365-3422
Email johnlohrmla@gmail.com

L.W. Layton’s Salvage
Enviro Depot
Scrap iron & metals
Welding supplies, new steel, flats, angles
Tubing, channel rounds, squares, pipe
Industrial Sewing

3239 Highway 358, Lookoff

Call For Prices		
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What’s Going On?

Our community is a happenin’ place, so if you
have LOCAL events you want to announce,
please contact Ruth Pearson at the office: 902582-3768 or email jodidelong@me.com. The
deadline is normally the 10th of each month.
To avoid disappointment, when planning your
notices please note that the Gazette usually
comes out by the 18th of each month.

C

ontact Jennie at Canning
Recreation for all questions and registration information for all Canning Rec
events! Ph: (902) 582-2033, director@canningrecreation.com
March Break Camp
Our annual March Break Camp
will be at Glooscap Arena March
15th-18th from 9:00am-4:00pm.
We will be skating, snow shoeing,
exploring the outdoors, and playing lots of fun games and doing
some cool crafts. This camp is
open for kids grades P-5 and cost
is $60/4 days or $20/day.
Fitness Class/Group Hike Leader
We are looking for a fitness class
and group hike/walk leader to run
4-6 fitness classes and 1 group
walk per week in the Canning
area, both daytime and evening.
Classes will need be movement
based, body weight/minimal
equipment, and fun for all abilities ages 18+! Group hikes locations will vary. First aid/CPR re-

quired for both positions. Contact Jennie if
you are interested!
Public Skating Glooscap Arena is offering 3
public skate times this year: Sunday Family
Skate from 12:30-1:30pm, Tuesday Adult
Skate from 11am-12pm, and Tuesday Family Skate from 12:00pm-1:00pm. Helmets
are required for participants under the age of
18 and are available for loan from the arena
on request. These skates are funded by Glooscap Arena and The Nova Scotia
Department of Communities,
Culture, Tourism & Heritage.
Our Canning Skating Club, formerly Canning Learns to Skate,
is launching again for a February
session! We will be running two
programs – February 4th-25th for
ages 7-9 and March 4th-25th for
ages 4-6! Cost is $25/4 week session – contact Jennie for registration.
CORAH Hub
Canning Recreation is partnering
with CORAH, a community hub
for those ages 55-105 to offer a
variety of informative and interactive virtual sessions over the winter
months. Sessions will be hosted at
the Canning Legion and are free
for all to attend – bring a friend
and enjoy a coffee while you tune
in to some fun learning opportunities. All sessions are listed on canningrecreation.com.
Canning Pickleball Club
We are back open for business and
will be at Glooscap on Mondays
from 7:00-9:00pm and Wednesdays from 7:30-9:30pm. $2 drop-in per person, registration not required.
Yoga at
The Landing
YOGA Classes with Shelley
Thursday morning Flow yoga 9am
Friday morning Yin yoga 915am
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Saturday morning Flow yoga ** 2 classes**
8:30-9:30 am & 10:00-11:00 am
** Pre-registration is required. Please contact
Shelley at wwuniquities@gmail.com
YOGA Classes with Melissa
Sunday morning Vinyasa Flow 10 am
Thursday evening Vinyasa Flow 6 pm
** Pre-registration is required. Please contact
Melissa at: mataylor633@gmail.com
Canning Area Food Bank
huge thank you to all who’d normally
receive deliveries for adapting and
managing to arrange for food pick up
at CAFB when we were unable to make deliveries. We appreciate your help.
Just a reminder of our storm closure
protocols at the foodbank. If schools are
closed, please check the local radio stations
in addition to our FB page for news that impacts our service,
If you are looking for a delivery on
Wednesday morning it would be appreciated if you could phone CAFB BEFORE
Wednesday 10 a.m. & leave a voicemail
with name, phone number, address. Ideally
contacting us Monday or Tuesday would be
preferrable. This will enable us to contact you
to verify any special requirements well before

A
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Church Calender
PLEASE NOTE: It is not the Gazette’s
responsibility to make sure that church
listings are accurate. If you need
changes made, please contact either
the Village Office at 902-582-3768 or
email jodidelong@me.com
Annapolis Valley Quaker Meeting
All are welcome on first Sundays, 4:00PM
followed by potluck, and other Sundays,
10:30AM. Come 30min early for singing.
annapolisvalley.quaker.ca
Arlington United Baptist Church
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. Pastor Rev.
Sarah Scott Contact Trevor Buttler, 902582-1714
Canning Baptist Church
Meets on Sundays, 10:30 am Pastor Pete
Lindeman - Phone: 670-9852; Church
582-3227 Find us on Facebook.
Centreville Baptist Church Sunday Worship: 10:30am SundaySchool: 10:55am
678-1946 Rev. Steven Hopper
Canard Community Church
Canard Community Church Services
and Sunday School 11:00 AM, Reverend
John Wray Phone 902-385-9729, 1315
Highway 341. All are welcome
Emmanuel United Church Kingsport
Worship every Sunday at 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome. Rev. Ivan Norton.
First Cornwallis Baptist Church Worship & Kidz Worship 10:30am. Pastor
Stephen Wheaton 582-7364
Gibson Woods United Baptist Church
Worship Services 11 AM Deacon Craig
Gibson contact gibsonwoodsbaptistchurch@outlook.com
Orchard Valley Pastoral Charge: Sunday
worship at 9am & 11am, 130 Cornwallis
Ave, New Minas. Rev. Don Sellsted. 902681-0366
Pereaux Baptist Church: Worship Service
and Sunday School Sunday at 10:30 am
Pastor Andy DesRoches & Pastor Mary
Grace Hawkes, 902-582-3058
St. Thomas Anglican
Services from Jan to March will be at
11am at St. Johns Port Williams. No
services in Kingsport during winter.
Union Church of Scotts Bay
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Rev. Michael
Shaw, 902-678-5304
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the on-site activities begin.
We are now offering evening
openings once a month, if you are interested, please phone/message us to
find out the next available evening we
are running.
Stay safe, stay well, and if you
are in an emergency situation and unable to come pick up your food items,
please contact us at (902) 582-3886
and leave us a message with a working
call back number so we can call you
back to arrange a delivery.
If you know someone who could
benefit from our support or who has
questions about the services we offer, please
contact us. Don’t be shy to reach out for our
services – we are here to help, and we are just
one way your community is here to support
you in your time of need.
We are at 1000 Seminary Ave, Canning,
in the basement of the Lion’s Hall. Food
bank operating hours are Wednesdays 11:30
– 2:45pm. You can call us at (902) 5823886, email us at Canningfoodbank@gmail.
com, and follow us on Facebook.
New Business in the Area

G

oodWood strives in all of our projects to create a home that our clients
can comfortably live and grow old
in. Although much of the company’s effort
is placed on Aesthetics, they also believe that
the most important aspects to any home are:
environmental foot print, sustainability and
how the home performs on a day to day basis.
With rising energy costs, increased material costs and the carbon tax, it is more
important than ever to create a home that is
both high performance while being inexpensive to operate. To do this it doesn’t have to
break the budget, all it takes is a good plan
and focusing on the details.
With more than 20 years of Home
Design and Construction Management experience, GoodWood is able to provide our
clients with a complete Design service. Utilizing only exceptional trades, consultants
and manufacturers to ensure our projects are
done right. The company pride themselves
on going the extra mile for their clients and
it shows in the product.
Please check out the ad on the previous
page and for a look at some of what the company offers, see www. gwooddesign.com

In Memorium
Gerald B. Ells: February 25, 1925 - January
16, 2022
D. Anne (Dunsford) Ells, November 24,
1927 - November 1, 2021
Gerald grew up in Canning where his
father, Herbert Ells, had a general store and
his mother, Vera was organist at the Baptist
Church. Gerald opened a small photography
studio and was a Fire Dept. volunteer. Anne
came from Montreal to Canning in 1948
when her father became the Bank of Nova
Scotia branch manager.
Anne was also Canning’s Apple Blossom
Princess in 1948. Anne & Gerald were married in Ottawa on June 18th 1955 and have
two children, Judy and Randy. In 1971 the
family moved to Charlottetown, PEI where
Gerald started the photography program at
Holland College.
Gerald retired in 1990 and for the past
ten years they had resided at Andrews of
Stratford senior living. Several of Gerald’s
earlier photographs can be seen posted on
the Facebook page ‘Old Canning Photographs, Images, and Documents’.
Their full obituaries can be seen at
macleanfh.ca/death-notices/obituaries/
From our county councillor
KINDNESS IS POWER

T

here are a lot of elements that make
great communities. The ripple effect
of being conscious of where you live &
the people that live around you is powerful.
For instance, Mother Nature has been really
working us this winter, but life still needs to
go on. People still have to get to work, (some)
kids gotta get to school, etc.
To make life a little easier for the people

Website: www.canningnovascotia.ca			

6

that help us get out & about, perhaps we
could take a few seconds to check to see if
everything is running & running smoothly.
Before a storm, if it’s your garbage day,
checking to see if the garbage is going to be
picked up would really help the plow drivers, sidewalk plows, Utility workers (Bell,
NS Power etc.). Having your garbage and/
or green cart out really hinders the plows &
your garbage could end up all over the place.
The power of that one small effort could really make someone’s day. You can check if
your pick up has been changed at https://
www.vwrm.com/services/curbside-collection
This is the Valley Waste Management website. It even has a Storm & Collection Update on their homepage as well as a Hotline
with an update message 902-679-1325.
As well, sometimes when the weather is
bad, staying OFF the roads is an act of kindness. When people venture out in awful conditions for things that are non life threatening, they risk other peoples lives when they
get into trouble. Staying put could mean that
emergency services (Fire, Police, EMT) don’t
need to put their well being at risk and allows
them to focus on real emergencies. If you
would like to check out the roads BEFORE
venturing out, visit 511.novascotia.ca/en/index.html or call 511 to hear a recorded message.
Checking the website, Facebook page
or Instagram of your destination may let you
know if where you want to go is even open.
For the big question of “when will I get
plowed?”, you can visit the Kings County
website; www.countyofkings.ca and there is
info on Road & Sidewalk Winter Maintenance.
There are lots of resources available to
ensure everyone’s safety & well-being. Kindness comes in all shapes & sizes, but it starts
with you.
Sometimes small gestures are huge for

someone else.
Happy Valentine’s Day & keep spreading the
love. Thank you for making kindness our super power,
June
June Granger Councillor, District 1
The Municipality of the County of Kings
councillor.granger@countyofkings.ca
www.countyofkings.ca
Ross Creek Upcoming
Programming
aking the most of Winter and looking forward to Spring and Summer!
While the past few months have
certainly been topsy turvy we have been
busy preparing and dreaming for the future!

M

We can’t wait to welcome you back up the
mountain and we have some exciting things
coming!
Magical Torchlight Snowshoe & Raclette
February 19th and March 5th at 6:30pm
A firelit forest adventure! All ages welcome!
The forest transforms into a different world at night. Let our torches guide
your way through the winter landscape on
this magical tour of Primrose Path (approx.
2km). Thrill your senses, and get a glimpse of
the nocturnal side of nature. Our trails wind
through 178 acres of beautiful fields and forests — perfect for a nighttime adventure. Stay
after for an optional Raclette Dinner or enjoy the tasty hot drinks and homemade sweet
treats for sale at the Centre. Bring your own
snowshoes or call ahead to rent (48 hours is

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday, Sunday Holidays 10m-3pm
No pharmacist on weekends or holidays
but you can have your prescription filled
at Wolfville Pharmasave
Blood collection Tues & Thurs 8 -10am
(cost $20)
Seniors Day Last Thurs Each Month
Phone: 582-7119
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Classified Ads

recommended). Registration will be open
soon at www.artscentre.
ca/natural-adventures !
March Break and
SummerArts Camps
2022! March BreakMarch 14th - 18th /
SummerArts- July 4th29th
We are so excited
to share our March
Break and SummerArts
programs with you for
all ages 4-16! This past
year a number of our
programs sold out, so
don’t miss the opportunity for extraordinary programs in a beautiful setting.
Following all COVID protocols in a
way that keeps the joy and magic of creativity
and community central, Ross Creek’s March
Break and SummerArts programs are all
taught by working professional artists with
a fabulous support staff. Focussing on both
creative skill development and fun, with outdoor classrooms and recreation, camp is the
way childhood should be.
Our March Break and SummerArts
programs include delicious and nutritious
lunches and snacks and all materials. We
even have limited transportation available on
our shuttle. Choose a single day, or a whole
week of amazing experiences (+ stay overnight this summer for an unforgettable camp
experience)!
Register now and learn more at www.
artscentre.ca/youth-arts-camps !
Summer Teen Arts Academy
For ages 14-18. July 31st - August 12th
Our Teen Arts Academy is a two week immersive arts program providing professional
direction and focus to help teens realize their
inner artist. An exceptional faculty works
closely with each student, stressing individual growth while encouraging achievement
and cooperation.
While the program is demanding we
also encourage recreation and relaxation
on our 178-acre property, with rustic cabins, walking trails, fresh made local food
and beach trips all supported by our highly
trained camp staff. Choose Theatre, Visual
Arts, Film, Choreography, Writing or Music
Feb 2022 Issue 413		

Ads are 5.00 per month for non-business &
15.00 monthly for commercial ads. Please
contact Ruth at the Village office (902-5823768) for details and payment.

SHARON HIRTLE’S BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES Looking to get some bookwork
done give me a call 902-670-6746. I have 20
years working with Sage 50 Accounting program. Still not too late to have your Income
Taxes done.

for an extraordinary experience.
Register and learn more at www.artscentre.ca/summerteens !

Cripple Creek Carpentry (Mike Rogers) 30yr experience anything from frame-ups, siding, decks, doors/windows, to interior renos,
drywall, painting, etc. Reasonable rates with
high quality workmanship. Please contact
902-679-8082 for rates and/or quote.

Dance Summer Dance
For ages 13-18. July 31st - August 12th.
DSD is back and better than ever! This intense and inspiring mix of dance and camp
creates life-changing experiences for young
dancers. Small class sizes ensure individual
coaching and help to create attentive and
supportive rehearsal environments.
The program combines education in
modern and ballet technique and choreography in a non-competitive setting with live
accompaniment. Between classes, we encourage recreation and relaxation on our 178-acre
property, with walking trails. Our meals are
freshly made and nutritious, with much of
our food grown on site.
We are committed to the study of dance
as part of a healthy, full life for all. We are
equally committed to the development of
dance professionals, and our Dance programs serve both kinds of students well.
Register and learn more now at www.
artscentre.ca/dancesummerdance !
And so much more! Stay tuned for more
exciting events, workshops, job postings,
and programs at Ross Creek as well as more
details about Two Planks and a Passion Theatre’s show stopping 31st season! To check
out all that we have going on at Ross Creek
you can visit www.artscentre.ca and follow
us @rosscreek and @twoplanksandapassion
on Instagram!
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